In 2004 alone, Zootaxa published 9,581 pages-much more than the combined total (8332 pages) published by ten other core journals (including the second largest journal in taxonomy: Journal of Natural History) in systematic zoology in the same year (Zhang 2006a) . As world's largest journal in taxonomy and zoology, Zootaxa was selected by ISI in 2004 for coverage in Science Citation Index Expanded and Journal Citation Reports. Another period of rapid growth followed in the next couple of years and Zootaxa became a truly mega-journal in the field by publishing over 1,000 papers in more than 20,000 pages in 2006, with over one monograph each week (Zhang 2006b ).
In the last four years, Zootaxa continued to grow steadily (Figs 1-3; Zhang 2008b) . By the end of 2008, Zootaxa had published 1,968 issues in over 100,000 printed pages, with contributions from over 5,000 authors from over 100 countries around the world (Zhang 2008b (Zhang , 2009 ). On the 8 th anniversary, Zootaxa started to publish at least one issue daily except weekends and public holidays (Zhang 2009 ). In 2010, Zootaxa published 1,582 papers in 405 issues with a total of 32,330 pages (Zhang 2011) .
In addition to the increase in size, Zootaxa also developed rapidly in its impact. Since its inclusion in the Science Citation Index Expanded in 2004, the number of citations to Zootaxa papers by SCIE-index journals had rapidly increased, especially in recent years (Fig. 4) Zootaxa has established itself as the most important outlet for monographs in systematic zoology, with 459 monographs published so far. In 2010 alone, 92 monographs were published (Zhang 2011) . Two significant large monographs are over 1,000 pages: the longest being a 1295-page monograph of Recent and fossil turrids (Mollusca: Gastropoda), which includes a world inventory of 11,350 species group taxa (Tucker, 2004) , and the second largest being a 1064-page book by Taeger et al. (2010) on sawflies of the world, which provides references to the original descriptions and distributional data for 803 genera, 8,353 species and 161 subspecies. Another large checklist of catfishes (Ferraris 2007 ) is the most-cited papers in Zootaxa, with 142 citations in SCIE (as of 21 May 2011).
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http://sciencewatch.com/inter/jou/2008/08aug-jou-Zoo/ Zootaxa is among the few scientific journals that are regularly covered by international news media 2 for important biodiversity discoveres. In May 2011 alone, Zootaxa was covered in the National Geographic twice for its new species: a blind, legless lizard Dibamus dalaiensis (Neang et al. 2011) reported in news on 12 May 3 and a tiger stingray (Carvalho et al. 2011) (Fig. 6A) , whereas the number of new taxa published in Zootaxa increased rapidly. As a result, the proportion contributed by Zootaxa increased rapidly over the years and reached about 20% in 2010 (Fig.  6B) . 
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In just ten years, Zootaxa has transformed the landscape of taxonomic publishing. Its new model of publishing has inspired a generation of new rapid journals in taxonomy-some prominent and successful ones include ZooKeys and Phytotaxa. Zootaxa continues to innovate. On 1 Jan. 2008-the 250 th anniversary of the publication of Systema Naturae 10 th edition (Linnaeus 1758)-Zootaxa published a landmark cybertaxonomy paper (Pyle et al. 2008) showcasing the utilization of embedded links and a variety of other cybertaxonomic tools (e.g. XML) to enhance the quality and utility of electronic publications (Zhang 2008a ). This opens a new chapter in taxonomic publishing, with a focus on linkages between taxonomic data in primary literature and online databases. Pyle et al. (2008) was followed by several other papers in Zootaxa (e.g. Deans & Kawada, 2008; Johnson et al. 2008; Winterton 2009 ) and other journals (e.g. ZooKeys) that show what is now possible in modern scientific publishing.
Looking forward, the recent advance in cybertaxonomy has allowed new ways of presenting and publishing taxonomic information. Despite the fact that Zootaxa is published simultaneously online and in print, more and more libraries take only the electronic edition. There is rapidly increasing demand by the community for the codes of nomenclature to allow e-only publication of taxonomy, which requires, among other conditions, the permanent digital archiving for taxonomic publications so that they are preserved and available for future generations. Zootaxa, in collaboration with The Society for the Management of Electronic Biodiversity Data and other institutions (natural history museums, societies, publishers etc), will take a leading role in developing a non-profit international facility that will integrate cost-efficient online publishing and permanent digital archiving for all taxonomic publications. This will ensure a brighter future for Zootaxa in the next decade and more.
